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nothing or next to nothing left of the grain, is there ? In the
same way, when there is perfect combustion, there's nothing
or next to nothing left of the matter we burn It's ground up
completely It is used up It returns to its ongmal nothing-
ness You know, it takes a tremendous amount of energy to
make matter exist at all. Take away its existence, compel it
not to be, and you thereby release an enormous supply of
power That's how it is, Bondy "

" Aha    That's not bad "

" Pfluger, for instance, calculates that one kilogramme of
coal contains twenty-three billions of calories. I think that
Pfluger exaggerates "

" Decidedly."

" I have arrived at seven billions myself, theoretically. But
even that signifies that bne kilogramme of coal, if it underwent
complete combustion, would run a good-sized factory for
several hundred hours! "

" The devil it does' " cned Mr Bondy, springing from his
chair

" I can't give you the exact number of hours.    I've been
burning half a kilogramme of coal for six weeks at a pressure
of thirty kilogrammetres and, man alive," said the engineer in
a whisper, turning pale, "it's still going on         and on .
and on."

Bondy was embarrassed; he stroked his smooth round chin.
" Listen, Marek," he began, hesitatingly. " You're surely
er        . a bit . .     er . .     overworked"

Marek's hand thrust the suggestion aside. " Not a bit of it
If you'd only get up physics a bit, I could give you an explana-
tion of my Karburator1 in which the combustion takes place

1 This name which Marek gave to his atomic boiler is, of course, quite
incorrect, and is one of the melancholy results of the ignorance of Latin
among technicians A more exact term would have been Gomburator,
Atomic Kettle, Carbowatt, Disintegrator, Motor M, Bondymover, Hyler-
gon, Molecular Disintegration Dynamo, E W, and other designations
which were later proposed It was, of course, the bad one that was
generally adopted